. What is Baptism?

sans “plunging”.
aptised in the .~
Jokin. The sign of
seen. And the
was.heard: |
y-San, the Balaved; -
rrésts on:hi ;

d his death and **

" resurrection 8 “baptism”. o his

- 7. apostles he said: “Are you willing to
... ’be baptised with the baptism with
. which | must be baptised?"" In this

- baptism Jesus was
.death but the-Father raised him up by

7

“plunged” into

giving him the Holy Spirit.

THERE 15 A RATHER CURIOUS EPISODE
reported in The Acts of the Apostles which |
rolates the start of St Paul's work in

Ephesus. Paul stumbled across a group of

about a dozen disciples who had already
been baptised. “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit?” he asked them. “No,” they replied,
‘"we were never even told that there was
such a-thing as & Holy Spirit.” Paul then
realised’ that they had only recsived the
haptise 6F John the Baptist; and so he bap-
(Acts 19: 1-7) : :

~The incident -filustrates the - powerful
influgnice of the Baptist twenity years after
his death, His “baptism of repentance’ had
derrianded a mioral reform and introduced
ite racipients intd ‘a naw community which
looked forward tothe coming of God's
kingdom. T '

" tised them *in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Linfortunately, even two thousand years

gfter John's death the ‘influsnce of his

“baptism of repentance” endures among

followers of Cheist. For many look upon

thelr baptism as little mare than a ritual

“Initiation inte a cammunity or sogiety which,

we call the Catholic Church whose mam-
bers, as in every society, must keep the
rutes. L

The fact is, however, that such a baptism
would be no different to Jofin's baptism. it

would be scompletsly useless in its powertg

‘sava for it sliggests that the watefs simply.
wash over us to |eave us as we were befora:

‘a poor crediu

Baptism is the sign instituted by Chiist to unite s with: his;own:

3 knowing God, but power--
less to dd wihat he: feguires. -

‘Bt Paul ‘will have none «of -thatl He
develops Christ's statement that unléss a:
man i3 re-bori” “through water &nd- the
Spirit he cannet enter the kingdom of God™,
by desaribing the baptisad Christian as “a
new creation”, The man who is plunged
into the baptismal fornt is drowned: the man
who emarges from the waters isanew crea-
ture with a new life, This new ife is the Haly
Splrit who makes his home in us and gives
us the power, nat ualy to know God, butio
do all that he fequires. The baptised Christ-
ian shares in the nature of God: and so he

‘shares, too, in the power of God.

st Cyril of Afexandria- jllustrated the
effects of baptism by using the comparison
of a pitce of iron put into'the fire; the fran
retatng its own nature, but absorbs the heat
of the fire and takes an, as it were, the qual-
ities of the fird itself, In the same way, our

‘human nature 15 trafisformed by the divine
Light dwelling it us after baptism,

_ Our diffictilty in fully understanding what
happens at baptism is thatthe full Light can
only déwn pn us gradually. When we sud-

. denly emerge from darkness into the light

we instinctively shield our eyes, so great is
the fmpact. The full force. of the'light is too
‘much'to take if. Yet the difference batween
ths baptised and the unbaptised is precisely -

the difference between darkness and light.

Ta

baptism. What happened at Christ's baptism is what happens at :

ours: so that St Paul could write:

When we were haptised in Christ

Jesus we were baptised in his death; in other words, when we were

baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father's glory, we toc
might live a new life.” (Rom, 6: 3-4) :
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What are the effects of Baptism?

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRA-
ment of baptism? Perhaps, on first hearing,
this seams the type of dry, academic ques-
tion of interest only ta the trained
theaologian. But any priest working in & busy
© 80,

debated in kitchens and dining-rodms «ip
does infarit-baptism’ make? Shoiild we wait

commitrment. on his’ behaif? Shou!d we
Catholics . recognise bap‘tnsm in‘a non-

questions the priest is constantly meetmg
on his daliy reunds s

attending a baptigm in our parish chiurch.

ing that it can’ badly warp ouy whole

arly ‘_'the last- few. years ta
-break it down
“Recent: attempts to make baptlsm aceleb-
ratian for the whole parish, and notjustthe
family or individual concerned, have got
nothing to do with “new trends” in theal-
ogy. Mesating in the year 1439 at the Council

of Florence, the assembled bishops had this

Baptism confers'the character of Christ.
This character-may be compared ta the
|mprese|on made by the parent on the
child: Tt is’ permanent and |rrevocable
Augustine- compared the baptismal
charactef to the mark of seal tattoced

on the saldier to show who was his lord.
‘When the sacrament is celebrated validly
the baptismal character isialways
confarred. Therefore, the sacrament

can neVBr be repeated T

3
If baptism is received with proper-
dispositions the sacrament confers
sanctifying grace (See No. 32).
For an adult, the effect of the = -
sacrament depends on the strength
‘ofthe intention, the contrition and the
faith of the person recewmg it. The
full effect of the sacrament is to rivake
© us "graceful”: thatis, “"full of grace”,
~of which the white garment worn
after baptlsm is a'symbaol.

parish will soon assure you that this is ot
Beptlsrn is a sub;ect which . i hoﬂyf:
and down the country. What difference

untit a chitd grows- up before we make .

Catholic Churgh? These are just a few ofthe -

Unless & fr|end or relatlon is to be: ‘bap- -
tised, ‘most of us would never dream of:

‘Waetehd to régard baptism as a private, fam- -
w iy affalr ‘which has.ittle té do with outsid-
“ers, But such an’ attltude is 80 very mislead- -

o 'approach to-the Faith. Thatis why bishops,
e s; and teachers, have beeh trying par-

- ismsuch a*commum,

to say about the effects of baptism: “Holy
Baptism holds the first place among ali the
sacraments because i is the door to the

. spiritual life, By it we are made members of
Christ and of his Body, the Choreh,” '

A "dry as dust” definition? Naot really. If
baptism really does make us members of
Chiist, then it is our belisf that the baptised
are much more closely linked to éach other
than if we had been born into the same

“family. \n his book The Church and the Sac-

raments, Fr Louis Evely puts it this way:
“The effact of baptism is to let the infant
pass_from the world of sin, in which one

- does not love, tg Christian brotherho'od, in

which we ali love one another."” So, suraly,
any baptism and anyone baptised in our
parish, is very definitely our cancern.

Nexttlme there is a baptism in our parish
we would de well to ask ourselves justwhat

. sart of community we are welcoming the

newiy baptised into. Isita community full of |

" concern for each other?. A community
- which looks beyond its own salvation to the

salvation of the,w
ofprayer an ors

Jeworid? A community
Because of our bapt-
tiga ‘real pOSSIblhty in
odr world; Jesus Christ unites us so ::Iese[y"=
with hlmeelfthet Weare able to repeatin'our
fives the grieat events of his life, partlcular[y
his dying:to self and resurrection. Jesus
cormmits Hitnsetfto us, But we need daily to

s recommit ourselves to him, - -

g Up tlll about A, D 1300 fonts were des;gned
- to-allow bapttem by total |mmer510n

Bacause baptism con_fers the

m,. character of Christ, it gives the

. baptised person a share in Christ's
“pfiesthood and the power,
‘therefore to worshlp For this

"reason, a person must be

,bapnsed before he’ can celebrate

any other sacramente
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Is one obliged to seek Baptism in order to be saved?

The adult is obllged to seek baptlsm in order to-be saved

for baptism along is the signwhichinfallibly unites us with

Jesus Christ. In the baptism of infants the faith and desire

- gfthe Church is sufficient, This desire is expressed by the

b,y the god parents. The primary
.elnmg the child in the Faith :

The Church recognises “baphem of deenre
‘ This deelre may be exphmt aor, bec,auee =

aven, of Jesuisg Christ, slmply;r' p
St Thomas Aqumas states that whén a

person arrives “at the age of reason, “if
he directs himself towards the true -end,
he receives grace and the remission of
original sin.” (See No. 27)

 who, neither receive baptism: of .
{“water nor, because of their .

. have baptism of desire? Limba, a-
- /state where they enjoy a purely

if the Church in the past as @
solution to these questions, but
ever-held universatly, Such

= “children are entrusted to the
“fhysterious but infinitely kind and
powerful love of God.

. they can get their teeth int

-gtandoned this mission.,
'are wnllng, teke this cu;} away from m

- What heppens to.unbaptised infants
undevelopecl powers of reason, 'ca*n

natural” happlness Was accepted

“WE'RE ALL GOING - TO SAME-WAY . . .
vne religion is as good as another. . .'the
important thing is that 1 follow my consci-
ence.” Such statements must be familiar tc
us alt. They-are the standard respenses in
every discission on religion,- especiaily
among those who have no real religious
convictions, And the troubig is that as they
stand such statements are very difficult ic
argue against. Those who do practise thel
faith, inclading Cathoims, find if hard to dis-
cover the falsehded in the. etatements thei

Every Christian e entually:flnds hlmse

“askitg i it really does matter whetheror not

he practlses his Taith? Does it really mattel
whéther. or not he trigs to win canverts? ¥
following corscignes is'all that is requirec

- {0 be saved, wouldn'tit be somuch easier i

Ie'ave others_ Well albne in their comfort?.

Sueh "uestlone penetrate to.the heart o
| deed “‘We Tight say that the
penetra e 8, hear’t of Christ. For we ¢ar
wel|l imaging Jesiis® own degpest thought

“as hé' entered man's condition and went

cruclﬂxlon' “Wolddn't it be 50 much easie
to léave men alone? . It would save s
muich-pain fer myself end for ali"men if
. Father, if yo!

The plain truth is that one word of Gor
‘would have been sufficignt to redeem 8
“men. And then, sufely, woulidn't man’
‘redemption have been won with no fuss
Indeed, wouldn’t men have been saved th

bether of knowmg about:God s “foolish

siufficient to redeerm alf men; And heré w
i approach the great mystery of faith, For th
'word of God that man needed for his red:

Tmptioh- couldn’t be “hotded up™ in the. set

recy of the: Godhead. -Such an unspoke
wordisworthless, Thetruth isthatthe utte
-ing of & true word means potling jess tha
the giving af cneself. "And the Word we
made flesh,” Jesus Christ the Word ofGoy
wag born,

The, ‘answer 0. “our’ orugmel questmr

“hust riow be emerging. “As: followers «

.Christ we have received the word of Go
‘inte our own hearts. And wecan do noles
than God himsel. We. can-only give th:
word to others. This means nothing le:

than the giving of onesalf.”

At first glance all this may ssem vel
unfair. Life for the Christian seems mol
painful than-for others who, -not havin
irecaived the word of God, nonetheless wi
the same salvation prowded only that the
ifellow their conscience. The truth is, ¢
.course, that at no time did Jesus claim th,
‘his followers would enjoy an easier lif
Quite the reverse! Butin so giving ourselve
we follow God: the whole of mankir
becomes more like God,



- . unless a man.is born of water and the

Baptism is a sign of salvation for it is the
sacrament instituted by Christ to incorporate
us into his Body, the Ghurch: Jesus toid -
Nicodemus: I tell you most selemnly,

* Spirit, he cannotenter the : :
“kingdom: of God.”.{John 3. 5)

. accompanied by the :
invocation of Father, Son™ 13
" and Holy Spirit, cleanses the =

person of original sin ahd of alt
actual sin ‘committed prior to baptism.

Water is also a sign.of new life. The newly-baptised is given the
_new life of the Holy Spirit, which takes the Christian up into the
life of the Holy Trinity. This new life we call “sanctifying
grace.”” The Christian name conferred. at the “Christening”
: symbolises the truth that the newly-haptised
belongs to Christ and is made like to him.

‘Maundy Thursday) Which depé

“SINCE THE LORD 1S NO LONGER VISIBLE
among us, everything of him that was vis-

- jble has passed intothe sacraments.” [t may

be helpfuito refrash our memaories with this

'statement of St Lec the Great {which we
. guoted in No. 24} as we begin to look atthe
-sagraments in greater detail,

Jesus did not reveat himself to man in the

- ful} splendour of his divine glory. That glory
", wiit only be revealed at the end of time. No,
- Jesus came in & Kinder way, He came fo
. human beings and so he came in a human
- way: The discerning followers recognised
*that his words and his actions were a gign of
" his true personality: he had only to put out
. his hand, and what he signifisd came to be.
. By such speech and actions he let his glory

. be seen. :

Such signs made the love of God visible

‘to men. And, before his ascension Jesus

made sure that his love would continue to
be made Visible in the same way: insfgns or
saeraments.

In other words, the physical appearance
of Christis no longer with us: but his words
and gestures remain, And, because they are
the waords and.gestures of the Spirit-fillec
Body of Christ — the Church — they retair

- the power of Christ. They continue to revea
- his glory, What they signify infallibly come:
_. to be. Or, in terms which theologians have

come to use, the secrament “effects what i
signifies”. . . _

It was in the twelfth céntury that the seve
sacrarments which the Church recognise:
today were first formaily listed. tshould no

“gurprise us that the Church recognised thi

number so late.in her history: itclearly too
many centuries for her to distinguish be
tween those non-sacramental actions o
hers {e.g. the washing; of

entirely for their éfféctiveness
of faith of the priest and the listenef fror
those sacramental actions of hers which, b
divine power, infallibly "effected what the
signified’” provided only that certai
minimuim conditions were fulfiled.

The sacraments, ther, do not just tell v
about something, In the very telling the
make the thing happen. They are sigr
whichwork The sign tells us precisely whi
is happening. :

If we want 1o know what Is happening w
must therefore lock at the sign, In baptis!
the sign is the pouring of water accor
panied by the words: | baptise you in tf
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
the Holy Spirit; The meaning of this sign
explained briefty in the illustrations, B
such brief sxplanation can hardly do justh
to a divine action by which God's fife floos
into the ona being baptised.
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How is Baptism celebrated?
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- 37In sole'm'n' baptism the priest anoint_é‘ the

This anointing is a sign that “God has

stamped us with his seal and has given ,

us the Spirit as a pledge in our hearts.” (2 Cor. 1: 22)

It is.a sign that the baptised person shares in the kingly
and priestly power of Christ.

A PRIEST, WRITING A FEW YEARS AGO IN

5 The proper time for the
a Catholic pariodical, pointed out how bapt-

celebration of baptism is

S AN . 1 Baptism .

f St water on the
saying at the sa.:;
_ e . S s “1 baptise you in the

l. ) e & all ¥y Father, and of the Son, ..

iyl = 7 - i 7 e Holy Spirit.” The ordinary n. .

' ) r iy / baptism is a priest; but anyone
b ¥ % \ : baptise in case of necessity, wheii . - R
priest cahnot be had.

newly-baptised with the oi} of chrism. 7

Easter when the Chu rch
- commemeorates the Lord’s
" resurrection, (Lent is

ism can sometimas be downgraded by the
way we approach the actual ceremony: dad
having his Sunday drink in the pub; mum
cooking the dinnar; baby handed over te 4

traditionally and primarily
thé time of preparation for
baptism.} For this reason it
is recommended that the
paschal candle is placed in
the baptistry so that in
baptisms throughout the

" year the candles for the
baptised may be lit from it.
The candle is a symbol

of the light of Christ
which is to be kept
burning brightly.

teenage daughter with instructions totake it
to church at 2.30 prn to he “dons”.

He was obviously describing an extreme
case of carelessness, The Church, however,
still fesls the need to issue constant remin-
ders about the need to prepare well, both on
an individual and parish tevel, for the celeb-
ration of tha sacrament, And s0 itisusefulto
follow step by step the ceremony in which
children becomne members of the Church,
are united to Christ; and freed from all sin.

The celebrant first greets those present.
The greeting is an informal one: it helpsto
put everyone at ease and ailows the priest
to express in his own way the spiritual wet-
came the Church is offering through his
ministry, Usually, he will remind the par-

God and that their happiness and joy will
come from doing God's will for the child,
Then it is the turn of the parents and god-
parents to speak, They must answer some
very direct questlons. What do they ssok
from the Church? Are they ‘aware of the
obligations they are undertaking? Will the
. god-parents be prepared to assist tha par-
ents?
The priest now invites everyona to join in

ents that their child is a wonderfui gift from

the liturgy of Gad's word. The reading and
the preaching of this word, which we are
reminded In the Leiter to the Hebraws is

- “gormething alive and active”, 1s meant to

stimulate the faith of averyone present. This
is the living faith of the Church from which
the child wili in due course draw his own
faith.

The prayer of exorcism and the anainting
with the oil of catechumens which follow
represent the withdrawal of the child from
the forces of evil that threaten it. Tradition
compards the anointing with oil to the cus-
tom of ansinting athletes. The child is pre-
pared by his anointing for the combat of the
Christian life. . o

When parents bring their child for bapt-
jsim, they undertake to pass on to the child
thair own Christian outlook. Before the cen-
tral moment .of baptism, than, they give
axpression to thelr own attitude ta life by
renouncing Satan and professing anew
their faith. This renunciation of Satan is fol-
lowed by the climax of the celsbraticn, the
Baptism itself, which binds the Christian to
Christ,

Aftar the baptism, three traditional cere-
monies take place: the anointing with
chrism, the clothing with the white gar-
ment, and the giving of the baptismal can-
dla. They underline our belief that “Our
Lozd has freed us from sin, given us a new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and wel-
comed ys into the People of God".




